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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, April 13, 2020 at 5:30pm in the 

City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building. Present: Mac Hodges, Mayor; Donald Sadler, Mayor Pro 

tem; Richard Brooks, Councilmember; Virginia Finnerty, Councilmember; Betsy Kane, Councilmember 

and William Pitt, Councilmember. Also present:  Jonathan Russell, City Manager, Chip Edwards, Attorney 

and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk. *The meeting was held as a virtual meeting. Members physically 

present: Hodges, Sadler, Brooks; Pitt, Kane and Finnerty accessed the meeting remotely. 

 

Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order. Mayor Pro tem Sadler led the Pledge of Allegiance and 

delivered the invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
(this item was inadvertently skipped and will be placed on the April 27th agenda for approval) 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Add under Other business from Mayor or Other Council Members: Update on recent federal 

conference call & Discussion of employee hazard pay (Councilmember Pitt) 

 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Sadler, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved the agenda 

as amended.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

A. Approve – FEMA Agents & Approve State Disaster Assistance Agreement for COVID-19 

Disaster 

                                      

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:   
Dorian(Dorothe) Miller reviewed her comments with Council and submitted a petition opposing 

the rezoning request.  
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Steve Fuchs reviewed his comments that were previously emailed to the Council. 

COMMENTS ON REZONING 4.98 ACRES-STEVEN FUCHS 

Please consider the following statements supporting this rezoning request: 

1.  This property was operated as Wiley's Lumber Mill for several decades and has been vacant for over 20 years. When the city 

annexed this property into the Washington City Limits many years ago, this property was zoned RA20 while all the adjoining 

properties were zoned R15S. It was zoned RA20 because it was a Lumber Mill. If the Lumber Mill had not been there, I feel 

certain the City of Washington, at the time of annexation, would have zoned the property R15S, the same as all the adjoining 

properties. 

2.  Since the property is no longer used as a lumber mill, then it seems appropriate to expand the R15S zoning of the adjoining 

properties to include this 4.98 acres as R15S also.  

3.  If the property is rezoned, this would allow for future development which would correct any drainage problems several 

neighbors have concerns over, and would greatly increase the City of Washington's tax base. Mr. Riley Bland, with The US Army 

Corps of Engineers, has inspected the property and indicated the ditches need repairing and that the only wetlands on the 

property is the small existing pond near the RR Tracks. 

4.  If the property is rezoned, this would possibly allow for some type of affordable housing to be built on the property. Any plans 

for affordable Housing would have to be approved by the City of Washington Planning Department, City of Washington 

Inspections, and the City of Washington Board of Adjustment as a Special Use. Right now I see no affordable housing being built 

inside the City of Washington and from talking personally with each City Council member on the property, believe that affordable 

housing is greatly needed in Washington and would be welcomed.  

5.  The City of Washington Planning Board voted 5-0 unanimously to APPROVE this rezoning request. The Planning Board, at 

their meeting in February, heard the exact same testimony, from the exact same individuals, as was given during the March City 

Council meeting. 

6.  The City of Washington Planning Department has stated that this rezoning request is Compatible with the existing land uses in 

the area and meets the intent of the Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map. 

7.  For over 20 years this property was vacant, over grown, used as a trash dump, and contained a dilapidated single wide mobile 

home. I bought the property, cleaned it up, graded and seeded the property, and followed the City of Washington Ordinances. All 

this was done at great expense and many neighbors expressed their appreciation. This rezoning request is ONLY asking that the 

4.98 acres be zoned the same as the neighbor’s property. This is absolutely compatible with the surrounding properties and the 

neighborhood. 

8.  I understand that a petition might be presented to the City Council. Please note that there are only 7 different adjoining 

property owners to this property who have direct Standing on this request. There is no sure way to know if petition signatures are 

valid and believe little weight should be given any petition. There is no way to know what the persons who signed a petition were 
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told, what reasons they had to sign, and if they really have any Standing on this request. Any person signing a petition had the 

opportunity to attend the Public Hearing on this rezoning request and voice their views in person. I ask that any petition be 

viewed as hearsay evidence and not be strongly considered as you make your decision on this rezoning request. 

9.  I submit to you this is a Reasonable request, that is makes common sense, that it will not adversely affect any neighbor or 

adjoining property owner, that it will not adversely affect the Safety or Welfare of the neighborhood, and that this is in the Best 

interest for the property and the City of Washington. Please do not make your decision tonight based on any speculation or 

supposition as to what the property may or may not be used for, nor make your decision based on the fear of change voiced by a 

few residents. I respectfully ask that you Approve this rezoning request. 

Thank You, 

Steven C. Fuchs - Property Owner  

 

Letter submitted by Doris “Dot” Moate: 

To: Members of the City Council, Mayor and City Manager...I request that the letter be read allow on my behalf, since I 

cannot attend the meeting, and am having some trouble with my computer so do not know for sure if I will be able to use it for 

virtual streaming on Monday. 

 

April 8, 2020 
Washington 

City Council 

Mayor Mac Hodges 

Subject:  Steve Fuchs Rezoning/Brick Kiln Rd. 

                 Parcel 5685-76-7123 

 

Mr. Fuchs’ request to rezone 4.98 acre parcel of land on Brick Kiln Road, just northeast of its intersection with Whootentown Road.  

Current zone:     RA20 (Residential Agricultural).   

Change to:          R15S  (Residential) 

 

All the parcels joining this property on the north and east side are already 

Zoned R15S… This request to rezone is consistent with the City’s General Plan and other land use requirements. 

 

When recommending a zone change, the Planning Board must consider all uses allowed in that particular district, but cannot 

approve for any specific use. 

 

Property was originally Wiley’s Lumber Mill and was used for a lumber yard for well over 25 years.  Since it is no longer a lumber 

yard, there is no real need to continue to have it as Residential Agriculture.  Adjacent properties are all residential (R15S)   City 

water and sewer lines are on property. 

As a citizen of this community, for many years- born and raised in this area,  I recommend approval of the rezone request, which I 

feel would be the highest and best use of the property…and would be compatible with the neighboring properties and meet 

requirements of the General Plan 

 

As a note: The R15S zoning does not allow livestock and agriculture farms and other commercial uses…but allows the same uses 

as the neighbors. 

Thank you for considering my request. 

Doris W. Moate           

Doris W. Moate 

Letter submitted by Maria Wilson 

I've attached a letter in support of Steve Fuch's rezoning request that is going to be heard at tonight's City Council 

Meeting.  Please have my letter read at tonight's meeting and distribute a copy to the City Council Members. Can you please 

send me confirmation that you received my email? 

Thank you so much for your help.  Stay safe and well. 

Warm regards,  

Maria 
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SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

MEMO - PO’s > $50,000 

(accepted as presented) 

The following budgeted purchase orders that are in excess of $50,000 have been issued: 
Amount  Vendor   Description 

$135,422  Cella Ford  (4) Police vehicles 

 

MEMO – AQUATIC MEMBERSHIPS (accepted as presented) 
TO: Mayor Hodges & Members of City Council 

FROM: Kristi Roberson, Recreation Director 

RE: Aquatic Memberships 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the Aquatic Center closed on Friday, March 13 to the public. Staff 

recommends offering all members an extension on their quarterly and annual memberships. Due to the 

temporary nature of a monthly membership, staff recommends offering monthly members the 

opportunity to extend their membership or obtain a refund. All extensions will be based upon 

reopening the facility to the public. 
 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Sadler, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council authorized 

extending the membership dues at the aquatic center as well as authorized patrons to obtain a refund (if they 

so choose) because the center is closed due to COVID-19. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM – ZONING - None 
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 ANNUAL REPORT – GEORGE H. AND LAURA E. BROWN LIBRARY 
(accepted as presented) 
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APPOINTMENTS:   NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

APPROVE – REQUEST TO REZONE 4.98 ACRES OF LAND ON BRICK KILN ROAD 

FROM RA20 (RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURE) TO R15S (RESIDENTIAL) 

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: A request by Steve Fuchs to rezone a 4.98 acre parcel of land on Brick Kiln 

Road, just northeast of its intersection with Whootentown Road. The property is identified by the Beaufort 

County Tax Office as parcel #5685-76-7123 and is currently zoned RA20 (Residential Agricultural). The 

proposed zoning requested is R15S (Residential). The future land use map recommends office and 

institutional and medium density residential development for this area. The R15S zoning district is 

considered a low density residential district, however a high density development option does exist as a 

special use within the R15S district. In Staff’s opinion the requested zoning is compatible with the existing 

land uses in the area and generally meets the intent of the Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map. 

On February 25, 2020, the Planning Board held a public hearing on the request. After the hearing and 

discussion, the Board voted unanimously to recommend approval of the rezoning request to City Council. 

 

Councilmember Finnerty said we should listen to the neighbor’s, they are opposed to the rezoning. 

The proposed zoning classification allows multi-family dwellings, which is what concerns the neighbors.  

Councilmember Kane expressed concerns with the potential increase in traffic if the area is rezoned and 

multi-family dwellings are developed.   Councilmember Pitt noted we need to listen to the 

citizens/neighbors.   Councilmember Brooks felt the zoning should not be changed.  Mayor Pro tem Sadler 

stated all Council members had expressed their concerns and he is ready to make a motion.  

 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Sadler, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council denied the 

recommendation of the Planning Board to adopt the request from Mr. Steve Fuchs to rezone parcel #5685-

76-7123 from RA20 (Residential Agricultural) to R15S (Residential).  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

APPROVE – ELECTRIC UTILITY RATE REDUCTION  

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: Due to the economic impact of the COVID 19 virus, and the current state of 

emergency that has been issued it is recommended to provide a 30% rate reduction for the current billing 

cycle. Efforts to prevent the spread of COVID 19 will impact businesses and residents well into the future. 

Based on 2019 usage the reduction would be $685,000. This reduction is intended to decrease the financial 

burden that many may go through during this time. 

 

By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Sadler, Council approved a one-

time 30% reduction in the electric utility rate for all customers in the current (April) billing cycle. 

 

ADOPT – BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT AND APPROVE SUBSEQUENT PO'S  

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: This Budget Ordinance covers the expense's estimated for the additional 

maintenance of vehicles/equipment as a result of equipment failures on aged equipment, for the remainder 

of the current fiscal year ($65,000). The total estimated maintenance for current FY 19-20 is $145,000. The 

original budget of $76,000 has been increased by $4,000 through transfers within the fund. The budget 

ordinance also includes $646,462 to allow the City to order replacement equipment that is scheduled to be 

replaced in FY 20-21. This equipment currently has a lead time of 6-9 months from the time the order is 

placed. If the orders are placed in July, lead times are expected to stretch out to 12-14 months. By replacing 

this equipment sooner, the maintenance cost for this fund is expected to decrease by approximately $60,000 

for the next fiscal year. The 4th piece of equipment to be 

replaced with this plan is a non-road worthy 2-ton dump truck, however quotes have not been 

finalized as of this meeting. All quotes and purchases are through the North Carolina Sheriffs 

Association bid process and State contract 70A. 

 

Councilmember Brooks suggested implementing a vehicle replacement plan for all 

vehicles/equipment, not just General Fund vehicles/equipment. 

 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Sadler, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adopted the 

Budget Amendment Ordinance in the amount of $711,462 and approved subsequent Purchase Orders for the 

purchase of four replacement pieces of equipment.  
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Purchase Orders as follows; 

Amick Equipment, $249,685.67 for Front Load Garbage Truck 

White's International Trucks, $288,854.58 for 2 Rear Load Garbage Trucks 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

  

Section 1.  That the following accounts of the Solid Waste Fund revenue budget be increased or 

decreased by the respective amounts indicated: 

 

038-3920-9101 

038-3991-9910 

Installment Proceeds 

Fund Balance Appropriated 

    Total 

$    646,462 

        65,000 

$    711,462 

 

Section 2.  That the following accounts of the Solid Waste Fund appropriations budget be increased 

or decreased by the respective amounts indicated to increase the maintenance and repair account for our 

aged fleet and the purchase of replacement vehicles for the Solid Waste department: 

 

038-4710-1700 

038-4710-7401 

 

Maint./Repair Vehicles 

Installment Purchases 

    Total 

 $      65,000 

       646,462 

  $   711,462    

 

Section 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

 Section 4.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 13th day of April, 2020. 

 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett      s/Mac Hodges 

CITY CLERK      MAYOR 

 

ADOPT –  RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR STATE REVOLVING FUNDS FOR THE 

APRIL 2020 GRANT CYCLE   

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: 

The City of Washington’s Public Works Department would like to pursue a funding opportunity 

from the North Carolina Division of Water Infrastructure (DWI) State Revolving Fund to: 

 purchase a new generator for the City’s Water Treatment Plant, 

 flood proof the City’s Wastewater treatment plant lift station No. 9, 

 line pipes for the wastewater collection system that flows to the Runyon Creek outfall which 

then flows to pump station No. 17. 

 

By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adopted a 

resolution of support for State Revolving Funds for the April 2020 grant cycle. 
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AUTHORIZE - RELOCATION OF THE PROPOSED LICENSE PLATE AGENCY 

 SITE TO THE FORMER SELECT BANK PROPERTY LOCATED AT  

155 NORTH MARKET STREET  

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: The proposed location at 155 North Market Street (former Select Bank 

property) would allow for adequate parking and accessibility while providing an overall economic benefit 

for the City in accordance with the comprehensive plan. This site would eliminate the disruption and 

congestion that would occur if the LPA were to be located at City Hall. The proposal includes a 3-year 

lease term with a monthly rent of $1,275/month in year 1 and 3% annual rent escalations in year 2 and 3. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Sadler asked Council to approve moving the License Plate Agency to the former Select 

Bank property located at 155 North Market Street instead of having the LPA at City Hall.  

 

Councilmember Finnerty stated she didn’t understand why this item is before Council tonight. She 

noted Council has previously discussed this item in depth and voted to house the LPA at City Hall.  She 

stated it’s not a good precedent to bring things back to the table after the item has already been voted on.  

She asked has something changed since Council voted on this item last time?  Mayor Hodges expressed his 

concerns having the LPA at City hall as well as the amount of money we would spend to rehab the customer 

service area.  

 

Councilmember Finnerty asked for a cost breakdown of the two locations and suggested Council 

should listen to staff as we did when Council previously voted to have the LPA at City Hall.   

Councilmember Pitt agreed that we need to have a detailed review of the figures for both locations.  He also 

noted, there is no need to be in a hurry like we previously were because everything is on hold due to 

COVID-19.  Councilmember Kane asked what the procedure was for re-visiting an item that had previously 

been voted on.   

 

Attorney Chip Edwards,(filling in for Franz Holscher) stated the vote was 3-2 in favor of City Hall 

being the location for the LPA.  He continued by reviewing different scenarios with Council that would 

allow for an item to be re-visited.  

 

Councilmember Finnerty stated if Council wasn’t ready to approve a location at the previous 

meeting, then the item should have been tabled.  

 

The City Manager explained the entire process was originally on a fast track in order to meet the 

State’s May 1st opening deadline. Unfortunately, now with COVID-19 the entire process has been slowed 

down and the training has been postponed indefinitely.  This has given us the opportunity to review and 

research this more. 

 

Councilmember Pitt inquired about the former Miracle Ear site on Market Street that was presented 

by Will Page.  He agreed that we are n0t in any hurry as everything is still on hold due to COVID-19. 

 

Letter from Will Page regarding License Plate Agency Location: 

Dear City Manager and City Clerk 
I read in the proposed agenda for tonight’s Council meeting, that Councilman Sadler is proposing the 

License Agency location be moved to the former Select Bank site at the corner of 2nd St and Market St.  

 

I am one of the owners of the former Miracle Ear location at 149 N Market St, which is three doors down 

from (south of) the former Select Bank site. I have proposed this site to the City in the past. My site is 

probably larger that the select site, in the same shape of upkeep, has the same benefits and liabilities, 

parking-wise as the Select Bank site, and my proposed rent is $900.00 a month, or $375 a month cheaper 

than the Select site. I think that value wise, it is a superior location. Also. It would require similar up-fit 

costs to convert to a NC License Agency.  

 

Please consider the location at 149 N Market as a superior one to the site being recommended to the 

Council. 

Thank you, 

William H Page, Jr.  

Page Management LLC and Page Welch LLC 

153 N Market St. ,Washington, NC 27889   
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Council, by consensus continued this item to allow for additional research on alternative locations as 

well as cost, logistics, etc.  

 

PRESENTATION – FY 2020/21 BUDGET 

 The City Manager reviewed the budget message with City Council. 
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ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

DISCUSSION – SELECTION OF 15TH STREET ENGINEER 

 Hall Planning and Engineering, Inc. 

 Ramey Kemp Associates 

 SEPI, Inc. 

 Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

 Toole Design Group 

 Vaughn and Melton Consulting Engineers 
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Mayor Hodges read the below letter: 
Letter submitted by Mary Day Mordecai: 

I am writing on behalf of a large group of citizens that is interested in 15th St.  We request that the attached letter, which is 

signed by 42 residents and business owners, be read aloud during the public comment period at Monday’s meeting (April 13) 

of the City Council.    

 

I am copying members of the City Council, the Mayor and the City Manager on this email.  Would you ensure that they also 

have paper copies at the meeting? 

 

Many thanks.  Mary Day Mordecai  

 

We have followed with interest the City’s plans to hire a qualified engineering firm to investigate alternative designs for 15th 

Street and to work with the NCDOT to execute a design that is acceptable to both citizens and the City management. 

 

We are supportive of this approach.  Because the design of 15th Street is an issue that has aroused deep engagement from many 

Washington citizens, we feel that full transparency and a thorough process will be essential for success.   

 

As you know, there was major opposition to the design proposed by the NCDOT from businesses and homeowners on 15th Street 

and residents in adjacent neighborhoods.  There were many sound reasons for this opposition, which were well articulated in 

public comments and documents presented to the City Council.  We expect that these views will be considered as part of the 

process.  

 

Further, we feel that a robust public process designed to engage new input will be essential.  It is therefore crucial that the 

engineering firm that is hired has proven experience in conducting this kind of public process.   

 

The second skill set that appears to be necessary for the chosen engineering firm is a thorough understanding of the Complete 

Streets approach to the design of city streets.  This approach will enable the firm to focus on the multiple uses of 15th Street, 

improving the safety of drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists, as well optimizing access to businesses, homes and adjacent 

neighborhoods. 

 

The City of Washington is working hard to revitalize and beautify the entire town, making it more appealing to both residents and 

visitors.  Cities all over the country are now successfully using a variety of new street designs that accommodate complex uses 

while adding to, rather than detracting from, the beauty and livability of the area.  A qualified engineering firm would be well 

versed in these approaches. 

 

In our view, these requirements for proven experience in public process and Complete Streets need to be thoroughly articulated 

and understood before an engineering firm is hired.   

 

We would also like to see one or more knowledgeable members of the City Council be deeply engaged in designing the scope of 

the project and interviewing engineering firm candidates.  We understand that the City Council must vote to approve the final 

selection, but the preliminary work of laying out the scope, interviewing and checking references is essential. 

 

Lastly, we request that the public be fully informed about and invited to comment on each step in the process.  We thank you for 

your attention.   

Signed (with permission) by representatives of a larger group of interested citizens. 

Dave Alton, Alton Insurance Services, Inc., 15th St.  

Tom Atkins, President & General Manager, The Rich Company, 15th St. & Hwy. 17 

Liz Barnhardt and Brent Wilson, 110 W. 13th St. 

Laura and Tripp Bliley, 1207 Summit Ave.  

Clay Carter, 325 E. Main St. 

Lou Carter, 500 Fairview Ave. 

Mrs. Georgie Clagett, 211 W. 15th St. 

John Conway, owner, Beaufort Monument Co., 15th St. 

Polk and Cathy Culpepper, 1301 Summit Ave. 

Jane DeVos, 1211 Summit Ave. 

Karen Etheredge and Christine Floyd, 128 W. 12th St. 

Sonny and Marla Fields, 1301 N. Respess St. 

Barry Friedland and Kay Mitchell, 1307 Summit Ave. 

Pat Griffin, Properties Down East, 15th St. 

Barbara Grimes, 100 Summer Haven Lane 

Nancy M. Hamblin, 103 E. 10th St. 

Ed Hodges, 101 E. 10th St. 

Grace Lekson, 924 N. Market St. 

Walker Lynch, Bragaw & Co. Insurance, 15th St. 

Mary Day Mordecai and Ned Hulbert, 1232 N. Market St. 

Sarah Ninan, 621 W. Main St. 

William Page, Page Management LLC, 15th St.  

Charles Phillips, Member/Manager, Midtown Crossing Shopping Center, 15th St. 

Greg Purser, 1001 N. Market St. 

Bob Rich, Member, Midtown Crossing Shopping Center, 15th St. 

Beth Sloan, business property owner, 15th St. 
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Robin and Jim Skillen, 118 W. 11th St. 

Terry and Debie Speer, 1106 N Respess St. 

William Taylor, Sr. Vice President, First Bank, 15th St. 
Tracy Warren and Melonie Grooms, 1308 N. Market St. 

Ryan Whitford, owner, Allstate Insurance, 15th St. 

Roland Wyman, 200 Washington Harbor 
 

Mayor Hodges appointed Councilmember Kane and Mayor Pro tem Sadler to the subcommittee to 

review and interview the above listed engineering firms. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: 

UPDATE ON RECENT FEDERAL CONFERENCE CALL 

 Councilmember Pitt reviewed a recent conference call he participated in regarding COVID-19 and 

noted he would send a summary of the call to all of the Council members. 

 

EMPLOYEE HAZARD PAY 

 Councilmember Pitt and Councilmember Brooks discussed the possibility of hazard pay (due to 

COVID-19) for public safety employees and asked the City Manager to review the possibility of this item 

and bring this back to Council for additional review. 

 

CLOSED SESSION:  NONE 

 

ADJOURN  
By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adjourned the 

meeting at 7:00pm until Monday, April 27, 2020 in the Council Chambers at 3:00pm (virtual meeting) 

*Budget Workshops begin April 27th 

 

      

          ________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk  


